RISK PREDICTION

You are driving in the right
lane on a major road.

The photograph shows the
view from the driver's seat,
and you can see shops and
houses on the left side of the
road as you go down the hill.
You need to make a left turn
a bit further down the road,
s0 you decide to change lines
after checking your left side
mirror.

What should you be looking at right now?

After switching lanes, the car in front of
you slowed down and you almost
crashed into it. If you look at the first pho-
to, you can see that a navy blue car is in-
dicating a turn to the left and is slowing
down to pull into one of the stores. This
caused the car behind it to slow down.
When changing lanes, drivers tend to fo-
cus all their attention on checking their

mirrors, and forget to pay attention to
what's happening in front of them. On
larger roads lined with shops and side
streets, don’t forget that cars may slow
down at any time to turn off the road. Al-
so, don'’t forget that your car has blind
spots hidden from the mirrors. It's impor-
tant to always perform a direct visual
check of your blind spots.

Cause and frequency of rear-end

collisions due to inattentive drivers

M
Distracted by the view Qperating on-board TVs and other devices
17,393 2121

Dropping something
12,660 1,760

Operating radios and other devices
10,491 1,476

Trying to find roads, signs, etc. Looking at magazines and other materials
3,213 1,414

Paying attention to other passengers Other

2,883 20,317

Source: ITARDA (2015)

Rear-end collisions resulting from inatten-
tive drivers includes not only drivers who
get distracted and look away from the road
but also drivers who pay too much atten-
tion to other cars, their mirrors, and other
things related to driving (see chart above).
People doing these things are less likely to
be aware that they aren't paying attention,
so drivers should be careful of them.

@®Read Nagayama’s risk prediction commentary online.
(Japanese only)
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