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RISK PREDICTION

You are driving through a
residential neighborhood at
night.

The photograph shows the
view from the driver’s seat
as the vehicle approaches a
pedestrian crossing. The car
in the opposite lane has
stopped, and a woman is
crossing the road. You are
waiting for the woman to
reach the other side of the
road before continuing
through.

What should you be looking at right now?

L ANSWER_

If you had just continued through as planned,
you would have collided into the man with a
cane who is crossing the road from behind the
stopped car. Of course, the pedestrian is at
fault because he is not crossing at the marked

area and is crossing in the shadow of the on-

coming vehicle where you cannot see him, but
as adriver, you must also pay close attention in

this sort of situation as accidents of this kind are

common. If you look carefully at the first photo-

graph, you will notice that the man is visible to
the right of the oncoming vehicle. In residential
neighborhoods, drivers need to predict where
pedestrians will cross, keep speeds down, and
remember that a pedestrian can pop out into
the road from the left or right at any time.
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Data Analysis

Elderly pedestrians over 65 years old
make up 70% of all pedestrian deaths,
and more than 60% of those deaths oc-
cur at night (see pie chart). In addition,
many of the accidents involving elderly
pedestrians occur as a result of jaywalk-
ing offences such as crossing at an un-
marked location or directly in front of or
behind a passing vehicle.
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